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same reactions are also obtained after boiling the section in water and
washing until it gives only a faint reaction for tannin. This reaction
with potash is very probably due to the poisonous glucoside Coriamyrtin,1
as this is decomposed by solutions of alkalies with the formation'of brown
products. Ammonia also forms a brown precipitate in the mesophyl.
The characteristic micro chemical reaction for coriamyrtin is obtained
by the hydriodic acid-soda test. A fragment or section of the leaf is
first laid in an old solution of iodine in potassium iodide, which, as is
well known, always contains a certain amount of hydriodic acid. In
a short time the object appears almost black owing to the formation of
a black precipitate in the cells. The iodine is then removed by means
of a filter-paper and the object placed in strong alcohol. By this treat-
ment the object is cleared, owing to the solution of the precipitate, and
the green color again predominates. If a drop of concentrated soda
solution is now added, a purple-violet color immediately appears and
deep-red granules separate from the object. In a section the formation
of the purple color may be followed from the edge inward. After 10-15
minutes, or sooner if water is added, the striking color vanishes entirely
and there remains behind a yellow precipitate. By this test it can be
shown that coriamyrtin is present in all parts of the mesophyl; only
the vascular bundles and the ground tissue about them do not contain it.
MISCELLANEOUS  LEAVES.
Many leaves such as peppermint, curled mint, rosemary, patchouli,
balm, etc., characterized by their content of essential oils, are used for
the manufacture of these oils.
Two leaves, namely tobacco and tea, are among the most valuable
alkaloidal products and are of great commercial importance. Numerous
plants yield leaves used as drugs.
Among the herbs used in the arts are dyers' weed, weld, or wold
(Reseda luteola), dyers' woad or pastel (Isatis tinctoria}, and the species of
Indigojera.2
1 Realenzyklopiidie d. ges. Pharm, 2. Aufl. 1905, 4, 133.
2 See H. MOLISCH: Wiesner's Die Rohstoffe des Pflanzenreiches.    2. Aufl. 1900, 1, 423,